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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 
 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 
 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesman or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 
 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible.  

 

This Order of Service is printed on sustainably produced paper. 

 
 

The President of the Eucharist is the Revd Canon Dr Neil Evans, Interim Dean of Southwell. 

The Deacon and Preacher is the Revd Erika Kirk, Priest Vicar. 

  

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 

 

This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel 

for one week. Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 

 

A collection for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral will be taken during the 

Offertory Hymn at this service. If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your 

details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided so that we can 

reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 

25p for every £1 given. Cash donations can also be placed in 

the donation box near each entrance or card donations made 

using the contactless card station. Alternatively, to make a 

donation online, please scan this QR code or visit 

www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously.  
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Communion 
 

Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds (bread and wine) but please feel free 

to leave the altar rail after receiving the bread if you prefer. The Church teaches that 

Holy Communion is received fully in either the consecrated wafer or the wine. 

Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the wine) as this carries an increased risk 

of transmitting infection. The administrant will not offer you the chalice to intinct, 

but only to drink from. Gluten-free wafers are available — please speak to a 

Churchwarden or verger before the service (if possible) to request one. 

 
Minster Kids 

 

Following the lighting of the Advent Wreath, children (up to age 11) in the congregation 

are warmly invited to leave the main service for separate children’s activities — please 

look out for our children’s leaders and follow them at this point of the service. They will 

return in time for the Offertory Hymn. (If this is the first time your child has gone out to 

the group please could an adult initially accompany them so as to complete a registration 

form. Children under 5 will be welcome if accompanied throughout the session by an 

adult.) We also have a Children’s Chapel next to the font, and young children and 

their carers are encouraged to explore it. 

 
Standing, Sitting and Kneeling 

 

Throughout the booklet, you will find various references to posture: 
 

- Standing is used for parts of the service where the emphasis is on praising 

or praying to God together; so we usually stand to sing hymns, and for 

certain important prayers. 

- Sitting indicates listening and receiving; so we sit for the first and second 

readings from the Bible, and for the sermon. 

- Kneeling is the traditional position for personal prayer. Please speak to one 

of the Vergers or Sidesmen if you would like a cushion for kneeling. 
 

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God 

together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture, 

especially if standing or kneeling is uncomfortable.  

 

Music at this service 
 

The organ is played by Timothy Selman, Organ Scholar.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Andante (from Prelude, Andante and Toccata) André Fleury (1903-95) 

 
The President welcomes the congregation. 

 
THE GATHERING 

 

Please stand at the start of the opening hymn. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN during which the altar party enter. 
 

 

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Come then and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings from the King of kings. 
 

2. Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 

And furnished for so great a guest! 

Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 

For Christ to come and enter there. 

3. For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without thy grace our souls must fade, 

And wither like a flower decayed. 
 

4. Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore, 

And make us rise, to fall no more; 

Once more upon thy people shine, 

And fill the world with love divine. 
 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

Whose advent sets thy people free, 

Whom, with the Father, we adore, 

And Spirit blest, for evermore.  Amen. 
 

Words: Latin, Charles Coffin (1676-1749) Tune: Winchester New    NEH 12 

trans. John Chandler (1808-76) adapted from a 17th century German chorale  
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President In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 
The President introduces the Eucharist. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

As this Sunday’s candle is lit, the President says: 

 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets, 

but in our days you speak through your Son, 

whom you have appointed the heir of all things. 

Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, 

that we may be found ready and watching 

when he comes again in glory and judgement; 

for you are our light and our salvation. 
 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Deacon A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

   ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

cf.  John 1.23 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All  Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 
 

President May almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you your sins, 

and bring you to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen.  
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COLLECT 
 

President Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Please sit 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING read by Darrell Farrant Malachi 3: 1–4 
 

A reading from the book of Malachi 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 

the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord 

of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? 
 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 

them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 

righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand  
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GRADUAL HYMN 
 

 
 

Make way, make way, for Christ the King 

In splendour arrives. 

Fling wide the gates and welcome Him 

Into your lives. 

Make way! (Make way!) 

Make way! (Make way!) 

For the King of kings. (For the King of kings.) 

Make way! (Make way!) 

Make way! (Make way!) 

And let His kingdom in. 
 

He comes the broken hearts to heal, 

The prisoners to free. 

The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 

The blind shall see. 

Make way!...... 
 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 

Who weep and sigh; 

With laughter, joy and royal crown 

He’ll beautify. 

Make way!...... 
 

We call you now to worship Him 

As Lord of all. 

To have no gods before Him, 

Their thrones must fall! 

Make way!...... 
Words and Music: Graham Kendrick (b. 1955)  A&M 160 

Copyright © 1986 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music  
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Please turn to face the Gospel reader 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

President Alleluia, alleluia. 

  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight 

      and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

All  Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL READING Luke 3: 1–6 
 

Deacon Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 

 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip 

ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around 

the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as 

it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

   and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Please turn back to face the altar, and sit when invited by the preacher.  

 
SERMON given by the Revd Erika Kirk, Priest Vicar.  

 
Please stand 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

President Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Please sit or kneel when invited 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by Patrick and Helen Sills 
 

The following response may be used: 
 

God of love, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 

and at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand  
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

THE PEACE 
 

President God will speak peace to his people, 

  To those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

The Deacon invites the congregation to share a sign of peace. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN during which the table is prepared and a collection is taken for the 

mission and ministry of the Cathedral 
 

 

1. Long ago, prophets knew 

Christ would come, born a Jew. 

Come to make all things new; 

Bear his People’s burden, 

Freely love and pardon. 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, when he comes, 

Who will make him welcome? 
 

2. God in time, God in man, 

This is God’s timeless plan: 

He will come, as a man, 

Born himself of woman, 

God divinely human. 

Ring, bells, ring… 

3. Mary, hail! Though afraid, 

She believed, she obeyed. 

In her womb God is laid; 

Till the time expected 

Nurtured and protected. 

Ring, bells, ring… 
 

4. Journey ends! Where afar 

Bethlem shines, like a star, 

Stable door stands ajar. 

Unborn Son of Mary, 

Saviour, do not tarry! 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

Jesus comes! Jesus comes! 

We will make him welcome. 
 

Words: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) Tune: PERSONENT HODIE    NEH 10 

Copyright © 1971 Stainer and Bell Ltd Melody from Piae Caontiones, 1582  
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PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

President With this bread that we bring 

All   we shall remember Jesus. 
 

With this wine that we bring 

  we shall remember Jesus. 
 

Bread for his body, wine for his blood, 

gifts from God to his table we bring. 

  We shall remember Jesus. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 

he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 

to open for us the way of salvation. 
 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 

we now watch for the day 

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

to proclaim your glory, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
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SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 
 

 

Music: from MASS OF ST THOMAS 

David Thorne (b. 1950) 

 

President We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Deacon Great is the mystery of faith: 

 

All   

 

 

 

President Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 
 

All   
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Please sit or kneel 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

President Awaiting his coming in glory, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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AGNUS DEI 

Music: from MASS OF ST THOMAS 

David Thorne (b. 1950) 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

President God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

All  Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

All baptised, communicant members of Christian churches are invited to receive Communion. 
 

Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds (bread and wine) both at the communion rail 

and at the font. If you prefer to receive in one kind please feel free to leave after receiving the 

bread. The Church teaches that Holy Communion is received fully in either the consecrated 

wafer or the wine. Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the wine) as this carries an increased 

risk of transmitting infection. The administrant will not offer you the chalice to intinct, but 

only to drink from. Thank you. 
 

Please follow the instructions of Churchwardens to approach to receive Communion. 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available on request. If you would prefer to receive a blessing (without 

physical contact), please bring this order of service with you as an indication. If you are unable 

to move to the altar, please inform a Churchwarden and the President will come to you.  
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Please sit or kneel on your return from Communion. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN. Please remain seated. 
 

 
 

Colours of day dawn into the mind,  

The sun has come up, the night is behind.  

Go down in the city, into the street,  

And let’s give the message to the people we meet.  

So light up the fire and let the flame burn,  

Open the door, let Jesus return.  

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow,  

Tell the people of Jesus, let his love show.  
  

Go through the park, on into the town;  

The sun still shines on; it never goes down.  

The light of the world is risen again;  

The people of darkness are needing our friend.  

So light up the fire…  

 

Open your eyes, look into the sky,  

The darkness has come, the sun came to die.  

The evening draws on, the sun disappears,  

But Jesus is living, and his Spirit is near.  

So light up the fire…  
  

Tune: LIGHT UP THE FIRE    HOAN 97  

Words and music: Sue McClellan (b. 1951),  

John Paculabo (b. 1946) and Keith Ryecroft (b. 1949)  

Copyright © 1974 Thankyou Music   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

President Let us pray. 

 

Father in heaven, 

who sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 

in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, 

we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

We thank you, Lord,  

that you have fed us in this sacrament,  

united us with Christ,  

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  

prepared for all peoples.  

Amen. 

 

Notices are given. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

 

Please stand 
 

President Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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FINAL HYMN during which the altar party leaves in procession. 
 

 
 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 

For Jesus restores what sin would destroy; 

God's power and glory in Jesus we know, 

And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace, 

The captives are freed, the sinners find place, 

The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share, 

And hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice, 

Believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 

Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 

 

God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 

In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole; 

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 

And all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all. 
 

Words: Bryn Rees (1911-83)   CP 591 Tune: HANOVER    NEH 433 

Copyright © 1973 Alexander Scott William Croft (1678-1727) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Processional Grayston Ives (b. 1948) 
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Our printed notice-sheet Mini Pew News is available as a separate document at 

Minster services each Sunday. Alternatively, the full version of Pew News is available 

online at https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/ or we can send you 

an e-mail each week that includes a link to the new edition as it is published 

(please complete the web form at https://www.southwellminster.org/newsletter to 

sign up to receive this regular weekly e-mail). 

 

Full details of all of our Christmas services and other special events and concerts 

can be found on our website at https://www.southwellminster.org/christmas2024/ 

or in our special Christmas 2024 leaflet. Please take copies of this leaflet to give to friends 

and colleagues who might be interested in attending Christmas events here at the Minster. 
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