8 -
DY P .ﬁ-;"’.":;-‘?.i el A
"

3

Marilyn Swaitn
describes the work of an
early twentieth-cerniury
enameller

Wis 15 A LOGAL sTORY with 2 happy

ending, though one which largely

takes place just over the border in
sottinghumshire. To claim thar it i$ a Lin-
oinshire tale would be to© stretch the
~uth. rherefore, but it will no doubrt inter-
-st Lincolnshire readers nevertheless,
specially as a county saleroom was
avolved.

in 1928 Alexander Fisher was commis-

ioned to design an alar set 1o be placed
.1 the high altar in the chapel at Kelham
1al]. near Newark. How casy it is for facts
-5 become distorred is ciear from pub-
ished sources. On 29th June 1928 the
wottingham Guardian Journat printed the
nHowing: ~Farnishings for the new
chapel.. are being given very generousiy.
-he most notable bemng 3 beautiful altar
“ross and two heavy candlesticks in siiver
iy und eaamet by slexander Fisher” A
Jescription mude by the sociery of the
~acred Mission Guide rundated but cired
Doty spares: TThe ornaments of the high
drae re made of steel couated with silver
ind were designed by Mr Alexander
Sioner When the contents of Retham Hall
aere sold in 1974 by speaver’s of Rerford
-he candlesticks were corfeeny described
1= hemng of silver plate.
slexander Fisher o 186+-1930) becume 1
~cnonned speciulist in cnumeiling. having
smenaily studied painnng 4t the suuth
Ceasnuion Schools berwveen 18381 and
sxs0e. He exhibited 2t the Ars and Crafs
cxhibition at the Roval Academy in 1380
1nd his work was fughiy acclaimed by the
carigentiad journal The srudio’ o avnich
he hecame 2 conributor.
\ade in the latrer part of Fishers life.
che Ketham set s mpressive: the Cross 1s
sorrv-two  inches high and the silver
phited-un-cupper sheer has been ham-
qered over 4 wood core, e oval depicts
Christ in majesty wath robes of red and
white emamel on a sky blue uround. The

angles of the cross feature puncls depict
the four evangelists while the accompany
ing quadruple cluster candlesticks.
rwenty inches high. have blue enamel
globes below the dished sconces.

For the past rwenry vears the set has
resided at Stoke Hall, near Newark. bue it
came on the market again when the hail's
contenats were soid and raised a sale price
of £6.000 in Grantham earlier this sum-
mer, Happily the pieces sere bought by
the Friends of the Southwell Cathedral
2nd are now destined to stafd on the nave
altar in the muaster

“The combination of silver tor. in this
case. silver-plate) and enamelling has 1
fong history, but it became particularly
popular with the craftsmen of the Ars
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and Crafts movement, Among these, and
probably better known than Fisher, were
Omar Ramsden and Alwvn Carr. C R Ash-
pee's Guitd 0f Handicrast and - particularty
fashionable at the moment - Archibald
Knox. who designed many pieces both in
silver and in pewser for Liberty and Co in
the carly vears of this ¢entury. (A siiver
bow! designed by Knox and decorated in
blue and green enamel is llustrated here
for comparison,) Fishers set 15 2 fine
exampie of the art, and it i5 nice [0 Know
that Lincolashire plaved a part in keeping
ir together <

Marilvn Stweain runs bher own saleroom
in Grantham and is bonorary secrefary
of rhe Sociery of Fine Art Auctioneers.

silver and enamel bowl designed for Liberty & Co by Archibald Knox
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