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We are delighted to welcome the Rt Revd 
Paul Williams in advance of his enthronement 
on 27 June as the next Bishop of Southwell 
and Nottingham. For the past five years he 
has been Bishop of Kensington, one of the 
five areas into which the Diocese of London 
is divided.
The Bishop comes from Somerset and 
after taking his degree at Grey College in 
the University of Durham trained for the 
ministry at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford before 
being ordained in 1992. Following curacies 
at St James’ and St Matthew’s Muswell 
Hill and Christ Church, Clifton he spent 
ten energetic years as rector of St James’ 
Gerrards Cross. In 2009 he returned to 
the Diocese of London to be consecrated 
Bishop of Kensington 
He and his wife, Sarah, have three teenage 

sons. His mother, Preb. Heather Williams, was among the first women to 
be ordained in 1994 and until her retirement was an incumbent in Weston-
super-Mare. Bishop Paul describes her as ‘the most significant influence on 
my own faith and call to ordained ministry’.
We hope that it may be possible for the Bishop to attend the next Friends 
event on 5 September (see page 2).

Photograph by Brian Pickering

Welcome

FRIENDS’ FESTIVAL AND ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

Saturday 20 June 2015

Full details of the Friends’ Festival Day appear on the pages 4 to 8 and 12 
including most of the formal paperwork. For the past three years the minutes, 
annual report and accounts have been issued as separate documents to avoid 
bulking out the spring issue of Pepperpots, but this has led both to confusion 
and extra work. Now that only the summary accounts are circulated to Friends 
it has been possible to bring back most of this material into Pepperpots. We 
hope that you will find this arrangement more convenient than a clutch of 
loose documents. It also provides a more accessible permanent record. Copies 
of the full accounts are of course available from the office.
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OUT

and ABOUT
Sue Hopkin writes:

MUSICAL DELIGHT
5 September 2015

I have organised for us to be in the quire of the Minster at 
2.15pm prompt on Saturday 5 September for a recital, tea 
and Evensong. We hope the new Bishop of Southwell and 
Nottingham, the Rt Revd Paul Williams, will be able to come 
and be with us (his diary permitting), together with his wife. 
We shall keenly look forward to an opportunity to welcome 
him on behalf of the Friends.
The ‘musical delight’ during the afternoon will be provided 
by Mr Robert Parker and Mr Antony Clare, the former to play 
the horn and the latter the piano.
We shall have tea in the crossing at 4.00pm, followed by 
Evensong at 5.45pm. The Rector Chori, Paul Hale, will be 
conducting the first Evensong of the new academic year 
with the new junior choristers. Do come and support them.
The programme allows ample time for those attending to 
meet both old and new Friends.
The tickets will be £12.50 each to cover both concert and 
tea. An application for this is enclosed with this issue of 
Pepperpots and the closing date is Saturday 22 August.
Our next planned event, we hope in May 2016, will be a 
trip to Tewkesbury Abbey, which is a most beautiful church. 
My husband John and I had sown the seeds for this outing 
a few years ago, so it would be wonderful to enjoy going 
together in 2016.

This view of the quire features the chandelier whose replace–
ment finial was funded by the Friends (see Pepperpots 24, 
Autumn 2006). 

CONCERTS IN SOUTHWELL MINSTER 2015
All concerts start at 7.30pm in the Minster 

unless otherwise stated
Details of upcoming concerts are on our website 

www.southwellminster.org.uk
Tickets from the Cathedral Shop 01636 812933

Saturday 9 May
Nottingham Harmonic Choir
Music for Choir, Organ and Cello
Vierne Messe Solennelle
Tavener Svyati
Gjeilo O magnum mysterium
Patterson Lux in Tenebris
Plus works by Saint-Saens, Franck, Fauré, Arvo Pärt, Bach
Conductor: Richard Laing
Cellist: Christopher Graves
Monday 25 May
Organ Recital (Nave) at 3.30pm: Paul Hale, Southwell 
Cathedral
Saturday 30 May
Radcliffe on Trent Male Voice Choir
Further details to be advised
Wednesday 3 June
Ex Cathedra Consort
Rachmaninoff Vespers
Director: Jeffrey Skidmore
to be broadcast live on BBC Radio 3
Wednesday 17 June
Organ Recital (Quire): Philip Rushforth, 
Chester Cathedral
Saturday 11 July
Nottingham Philharmonic Orchestra
Kodály Dances of Galanta
Strauss Oboe Concerto in D Major
Brahms Symphony No 3 in F Major, Op. 90
Soloist: Rachael Clegg
In aid of Muscular Dystrophy UK
Wednesday 15 July
Organ Recital (Quire): Robert Quinney, New College, 
Oxford
Wednesday 12 August
Organ Recital (Quire): Simon Hogan, Southwell 
Cathedral
Thursday 27-Monday 31 August
Southwell Music Festival
For programme see www.southwellmusicfestival.com
Monday 31 August
Organ Recital (Nave) at 3.30pm: Daniel Cook, 
Westminster Abbey
Wednesday 16 September
Organ Recital (Quire): Geoffrey Morgan, Christchurch 
Priory
Thursday 17 September
The Sixteen Choral Pilgrimage Pre-Concert Talk 
7.00pm
Conductor: Harry Christophers
Works by Francisco Guerrero and Alonso Lobo
Friday 16 October
St Cecilia Concert
Southwell Cathedral Choirs conducted by Paul Hale. 
Simon Hogan and Edward Turner organ
Programme includes Duruflé Requiem
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ACTING
DEAN’S
COLUMN

The Acting Dean writes:
John Hull was a lecturer in religious education and 
in his mid-40s when he began to lose his sight. In 
an extraordinary book called Touching the rock he 
describes his experience of his changing perceptions. 
He writes, “In 1983 the last light sensations faded, 
it was then I began to sink into a deep ocean, and 
finally learned how to touch the rock at the far side of 
despair.”
The phrase ‘touching the rock’ comes from his time in 
Iona Abbey. He was determined to find his way to the 
massive altar made of a single block of green-veined 
marble mined from some of the most ancient rock in 
Britain. At night, when no-one else was around, he 

tried to measure its huge dimensions by comparison 
with his body size but he could not reach the back of 
the altar. Eventually he hauled himself upon it. ‘It was 
bigger than me and much older,’ he writes. He licked 
the smooth almost dusty surface and contrasted the 
sensation with touching the irregular veins and small 
cracks on the polished altar. He writes, “Here with 
these abrasions was something more primitive, the 
naked heart of the rock”
It was a metaphor for the discovery of his own deepest 
centre and soul. Touching the rock, he learns how to 
‘see’ the world differently, now as what he calls ‘a 
whole body-seer’.
John Hull’s story renews a sense of gratitude for the 
gift of sight but, perhaps more importantly, it is a 
reminder of our other senses and, in particular, that 
matter ‘matters’. We give thanks not only for the 
visual delight of the Minster and its inspiring choral 
worship, but also the touch of the Mansfield stone 
with its solidity and permanence reminding us of the 
trustworthiness and rocklike presence of God. 
As Friends of the Cathedral, the story can help us be 
mindful of our role in ensuring the building continues 
to help others ‘see’ something of the eternal love 
of God using all their senses. Thank you for all your 
support and provision for future generations. 

COUNCIL NEWS
Dr Martin Duffy
On 16 September 1965 Dr Martin Duffy attended 
his first meeting of the Council of the Friends as the 
representative of the then Parochial Church Committee. 
He is unlikely to have thought that his new duty was to 
last until 2015, but this spring he has retired from the 
Council. His contribution to the Friends has not been 
simply length of service. His wide-ranging knowledge 
of the Minster, committee procedure and finance has 
meant that very little has escaped his alert and eagle 
eye at and between Council meetings. For many years 
he has filled the post of Vice-Chairman and he played a 
key role in the interregnúm between Provost Irvine and 
Provost Leaning. The Friends have benefited enormously 
from his diligence and now wish him a well merited 
retirement.

Mrs Jenny Hodson
We welcome Mrs Jenny Hodson as the Mothers’ Union 
representative on the Council in place of Mrs Jenny 
Derbyshire and look forward to benefiting from her 
longstanding association with the Minster and the 
diocese.

THE VERY REVD JOHN TREADGOLD
The Very Revd John 
Treadgold, who died 
on 15 February 2015 
at the age of 83, was a 
longstanding Friend of 
the Minster even though 
it is 51 years since 
he left Southwell for 
Wollaton. His five years 
as Vicar Choral made a 
great impression on a 
growing congregation. 
His responsibilities 
ranged from ordering 
the cathedral’s worship 
to pastoral work in the 
parish and the large 
youth club. Of particular 
interest to the Friends 
was his editing of the 
annual report, the 
precursor to Pepperpots, 
which he undertook 
after he left the Minster 

and which he deftly handed over to the present editor 
when he moved to Darlington in 1974. Thereafter in 
1981 he moved to Windsor as a canon of St George’s 
Chapel and to a unique post as Chaplain to Windsor 
Great Park, where Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
was among his congregation. Finally he served as 
Dean of  Chichester Cathedral from 1989 until 2001. 

His active retirement with Hazel, who pursued her 
own distinguished career in the Mothers’ Union, 
saw him remaining close to Chichester at Boxgrove. 
A particularly detailed and appreciative obituary can 
be seen by visiting: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/obituaries/11437610/The-Very-Reverend-John-
Treadgold-obituary.html

Hazel and John Treadgold on a 
return visit to Nottinghamshire in 
2010. 
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The Friends of Southwell Cathedral exist to bind 
together all those who love the Cathedral Church 
and who desire to help in preserving for posterity 
the fabric of this ancient and historic building; 
in maintaining public worship therein; and in 
enhancing its adornment.

The governing document is the Constitution and 
Rules of 4 June 1994 (as amended on 13 June 
1998 and further amended on 9 June 2001).

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1039131

REGISTERED OFFICE The Minster Centre 
 Church Street 
 Southwell 
 NG25 0HD
OBJECTS
To promote the restoration, maintenance, repair 
and improvement of the fabric, ornaments, 
vestments, fittings, furniture and furnishings 
of Southwell Cathedral, and to maintain public 
worship and music therein and  to further such 
other charitable purposes relating to Southwell 
Cathedral as the Council in their absolute discretion 
think fit.

COUNCIL
President The Bishop of Southwell 
 and Nottingham
 (resigned February 2014)
Chairman The Dean of Southwell
 (resigned April 2014)
 Canon Nigel Coates, the
 Acting Dean of Southwell
 (appointed May 2014)
Vice-Chairman Dr M S Duffy
Honorary Secretary Mrs A J Salter
Honorary Treasurer Mr R S W Wilson
Membership Secretary Mrs M Waddington
Editor of Pepperpots Mr M J Stacey
Events Secretary Mrs S M Hopkin
Appointed by the
 College of Canons Canon Liz Rose
Appointed by the
 Diocesan Mothers’ Mrs J Derbyshire (resigned
 Union September 2014)
 Mrs J Hodson
 (appointed 24 February  
 2015)

Members Mrs P D C Allen
 Mr T S Richmond MBE TD DL
 Mr C Leggatt
 Mr R Pearson
Co-opted for 
Steeplepeople Mrs J P Loughton

ACCOUNTANTS/INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS
 Lemans
 Chartered Accountants
 29 Arboretum Street
 Nottingham
 NG1 4JA

INVESTMENT ADVISERS
 Brewin Dolphin Limited
 1st Floor
 Waterfront House
 Waterfront Plaza
 35 Station Street
 Nottingham
 NG2 3DQ

BANKERS National Westminster Bank plc
 9 Church Street
 Southwell
 NG25 0HW

THE COUNCIL’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31 DECEMBER 2014

The Council of the Friends of Southwell Cathedral 
is pleased to present its report for the year ended 
31 December 2014.
The Council has kept in mind the Charity 
Commissioners’ guidance on public benefit. 
The focus of the Friends’ activities remains the 
fulfilment of the objects of the charity for the 
benefit of the Cathedral, which welcomes everyone 
without restriction. Membership of the Friends is 
open to all, subject to a subscription, the amount 
of which is at the discretion of the member.
After seven years as Chairman of the Friends, we 
said a sad farewell to Dean John and his wife Sue. 
John has been a tremendous supporter of the 
Friends and opened the doors for us to visit some 
wonderful places, such as Winchester Cathedral, 
Westminster Abbey, Canterbury Cathedral, St 
George’s Windsor and Sandringham to name but 
a few. Through his many contacts we were able 

THE COUNCIL
OF THE FRIENDS OF SOUTHWELL CATHEDRAL

ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014
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to hold talks and lectures from many excellent 
speakers. We were most fortunate to be able to 
hold a farewell dinner for John and Sue in the 
newly refurbished Refectory and to present them 
with garden vouchers all paid for by the Councillors 
themselves. This took place on the evening before 
the official opening, so we were ‘the first’ there! 
Thanks to Kate and Dwight Griffin for a wonderful 
meal. 
Mrs. Jenny Derbyshire resigned as Mothers’ Union 
representative on the Council. Otherwise there 
were no changes to the Council during the year 
under review.  All Council members gave their time 
voluntarily and received no benefits. The expenses 
claimed are recorded in note 10 to the accounts.
Major financial support this year related to the final 
payments on the new nave congregation chairs 
at £34,000 and on the North Porch renovation 
at £13,807.  A further £10,000 was paid as a 
contribution to the £90,000 cost of a new heating 
boiler for the Minster.  We responded to a request 
for support in paying for the cost of repairing and 
replacing leadwork on the roof of the Minster, 
which cost amounted to £4,741.88.  £2,000 was 
spent on the purchase of a temporary donation 
box. The support for the Needlework and Minster 
Flower Guilds, the speech reinforcement system, 
Vergers’ uniforms and workwear continued as 
usual through the year.  A new computer and 
printer for £1000 for the Friends’ Office were 
purchased in the year to replace very old and 
unserviceable equipment.
We were fortunate and grateful to those who 
contributed donations and legacies of £19,327.  
Total expenditure of £81,632 exceeded income by 
£30,586 and a further loss of £648 on investments 
produced an overall deficit of £31,234.  Reserves 
were able to absorb that deficit and total funds 
carried forward amounted to £572,688. These 
total funds comprise for the most part an 
investment portfolio valued at £531,689 and 
bank deposits of £42,969 which latter should 
enable the Council to meet approved application 
for financial assistance from Southwell Minster 
Chapter in the year to come. Council continued to 
maintain its investment policy to generate income 
and capital appreciation over the medium to 
long term, whilst adopting an appropriate ethical 
investment policy.
We again sponsored the summer exhibition, 
entitled ‘No Greater Love: Life and Death in the 
First World War’. This was the third exhibition we 
had helped with, and once again it was a great 
success with many visitors being very moved by 
what they saw and read.
The Friends’ 67th Festival was held on 21 June. 
It was a beautiful day which began with coffee 

at Bishop’s Manor, kindly hosted by Bishop Tony 
Porter, and those present were able to enjoy the 
gardens, and to see the new Education Garden. 
The lecture was given by former Head Verger, 
John Meredith, entitled ‘The Minster in Times of 
Conflict’, a fascinating talk which must have taken 
a large amount of research. The AGM was held, 
for the first time, at Jubilee House and was chaired 
by Canon Nigel Coates, the Acting Dean. We are 
most grateful to him for all he has done for the 
Friends since May. At the AGM it was proposed 
that Dean John be invited to be an Honorary 
Vice-President, which he has gladly accepted. The 
AGM was followed by a sumptuous tea provided 
by Margaret Bagguley after which we made our 
way to the Minster for Festal Evensong where our 
preacher was Bishop Tony.
In April Sue Hopkin took a party to Sandringham 
on a lovely sunny day. We explored the gardens, 
and after lunch we were given a guided tour of 
the Church of St Mary Magdalene. A short coach 
journey took us to Castle Acre and the day ended 
with Evensong at the Church followed by drinks 
and refreshments courtesy of the Bishop of 
Lynn.  In September we went to the John Taylor’s 
Bellfoundry in Loughborough where we enjoyed 
a wonderful tour and were lucky enough to see 
a bell being cast.  Then on to St Mary’s Church in 
Bottesford, the resting place of many members of 
the Manners family. As usual the hospitality we 
received at both venues was excellent.
On 8 October we were most fortunate, thanks 
to Charlie Leggatt, to have an excellent talk 
from Ptolemy Dean, now the Surveyor of the 
Fabric at Westminster Abbey. His talk concerned 
the restoration of a small redundant church in 
Knotting, north of Bedford, with slides to show 
the progress of all the work needed. This was 
followed by lunch in the State Chamber, ably 
provided by Margaret Noble and her team. 
Malcolm Stacey also reached a landmark in 2014 
as he has been Editor of Pepperpots for 20 years, 
reaching edition number 40 in the autumn. It is 
always full of interesting articles and photographs, 
giving full information of the Friends’ work and 
events. 
We continue to support the Needlework Guild 
and Flower Guild. 2014 saw the arrival of the new 
nave chairs, underwritten by the Friends, along 
with many other financial contributions to the 
work of the Minster. 
In 2014 we welcomed ten new Friends. 
Once again, our thanks are due to everyone at 
Lemans, our accountants, our investment advisers, 
Brewin Dolphin, the Minster staff and to all our 
members for their continuing support.
Alison Salter
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Present: Acting Chairman The Revd Canon Nigel Coates,
  Acting Dean
 Hon Treasurer Mr Roger Wilson
 Hon Secretary Mrs Alison Salter
 and approximately
 75 Friends
Canon Nigel welcomed the Friends to their 67th Annual General 
Meeting and began with a prayer, remembering also Brian 
Whitehouse who died in August 2013.

1. Apologies were received from Bishop Richard, Bishop Tony, 
and Dean David Leaning, also Mrs Fiona Allen, Mrs Sue Hopkin 
and Mr Tim Richmond, members of Council.

2. The minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting, 
included with the Spring 2014 edition of Pepperpots, have 
one correction. The Treasurer referred to Section 7 (paragraph 
4) – investment income was £19,466 (not £11,675); increased 
from the previous year’s figure of £18.655 (not £10,317). After 
this correction was made the Chairman signed the minutes as 
a correct record.

3. Matters arising
There were no matters arising apart from the above correction. 

4. Report from the Chairman, the Acting Dean of 
Southwell
Canon Nigel welcomed Friends to the AGM and thanked Bishop 
Tony for hosting coffee at Bishop’s Manor as well as being our 
preacher at Festal Evensong. He thanked John Meredith for 
giving such an interesting lecture entitled “The Minster in Times 
of Conflict”. He also thanked everyone at Jubilee House.
Bishop Paul had been invited to become a Vice President of the 
Friends and had accepted. This was endorsed by all present.
He then paid tribute to Dean John Guille as the most recent 
Chairman of the Council who had retired the previous month. 
At his Chapter House farewell, the words inscribed around the 
central table seemed very appropriate and were quoted – “If 
thou chance to find, an house built to thy mind, without thy 
cost, serve thou the more, God and the poor, and then thy 
Labour is not lost”.
Seven short years and a large number of projects will leave a 
lasting legacy through his energy, determination and sheer 
hard work: the Archbishop’s Palace, the North Porch, the paths 
around the Cathedral, the Refectory, Bookshop, the Convent, the 
Bramley Apple window, kitchen facilities in the south transept, 
new boilers; many of which were dependent on support from 
the Friends.
Canon Nigel asked if we should invite John, Dean Emeritus, to 
be a Vice President. All present wholeheartedly approved.
More specifically in the last year 200 chairs for the Nave and a 
new sound system were purchased.
The recent Gala Dinner was supported by the Friends and many 
attended. The WWI exhibition “No Greater Love” was also 
supported by the Friends and many acted as stewards. There 
were over 5,000 visitors to the exhibition.
A future project, the new window in the south quire aisle, will 
not involve money from the Friends.
His report finished with reference to our objectives – “The Friends 
of Southwell Cathedral exist to bind together all who love the 
Cathedral Church and who desire to help in preserving for posterity 
the fabric of this ancient and historic building in maintaining 
daily worship therein and in enhancing its adornment”.

THE FRIENDS OF SOUTHWELL CATHEDRAL
Minutes of the 67th Annual General Meeting

held in Jubilee House at 2.00pm on Saturday 21 June 2014.

He made reference to Rodin’s Hands – exquisite holding spaces 
expressing encounter, devotion and aspiration. The work is 
intriguingly called the Cathedral and offers image description 
of our work holding a space for prayer, adoration and worship. 
Where God is made credible and God can be encountered, if we 
do that, then like the stones of Rodin’s Hands the Cathedral will 
come alive.
Canon Nigel said that the work as Friends is vitally important 
and he thanked everyone for all they do. 

5. Observations from members on the above
There were comments and questions about the Broadwalk and 
complimentary remarks about the work undertaken by the 
Royal Engineers. The men worked very hard in all weathers and 
were extremely courteous.
There were questions about the suitability of the Broadwalk 
for vehicles needing to use the West Door, the resiting of the 
benches and the urgent repairs needed to the flagstones near to 
Westgate, repairs to the gates and also to the proposed “Apron” 
outside the West Door, especially during heavy rain. The Friends 
have agreed to underwrite the cost of this work up to a limit of 
£10,000.
There was a question about the need for a lift in the Great Hall 
– one is being fitted very shortly.

6. Report from the Hon Treasurer – Roger Wilson
The Honorary Treasurer began his report by referring to the one-
page summarised accounts for the year ended 31 December 
2013 and saying that as last year, these, instead of the full 
accounts, had been sent out to Friends to save weight and 
therefore postage cost, but Friends were very welcome to have 
a copy of the full accounts, copies of which were available. 
He said that the Council had approved both sets of accounts 
in February of this year and the Independent Examiners had 
signed them off in March. He said he would use the summarised 
accounts for his (verbal) report. He explained that the Statement 
of Financial Activities was really a list of income and a list of 
expenses, money in and money out. He stated each item in the 
“income” and “expenses” section and gave further explanation 
where he thought this was needed. Subscription income 
was fairly static when compared with 2012’s. Donations and 
legacies received were higher and the Treasurer again urged the 
Friends to gift-aid donations and subscriptions if they were tax-
payers. He mentioned the Dame Stella Rimington talk, and her 
kind gesture in taking no fee for her very interesting lecture, 
which had raised £3,713 net of expenses for the Friends funds. 
Moving on to the expenses section, he said that Brewin Dolphin, 
the investment advisers’ management fee had been £3,024 for 
2013 and their commission fee on the sales and purchases of 
investments has increased since 5 April this year from 1.0% 
to 1.5% and this would put approximately £500 per annum 
on to the commission charge. The marked increased cost of 
maintenance of the speech reinforcement system, £11,489, 
was because a simple replacement of a broken microphone had 
necessitated the replacement of almost the whole system at a 
cost of £9,774. The nave chairs cost contribution of £16,000 
was the first instalment of the £50,000 agreed to be paid out 
of Friends funds; the remaining £34,000 has been paid earlier 
this year. Another substantial cost was the £3,168 spent to 
relocate and install in a quieter part of the Minster an historic 
ledger stone to aid this object’s preservation. The expense 
total for the year was £48,065, higher than the income total 
by £6,638 and to this deficit was then added the net gain of 
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£40,394 from the revaluation of the investment assets. This 
revaluation net gain was the addition of two elements – for 
those investments sold, the difference between the value when 
sold and the market valuation at 31 December 2012, and for the 
investments held throughout the year, the difference in market 
values at 31 December 2013 and 2012. Capital increased from 
£570,166 at the end of 2012 to £603,922 as at 31 December 
2013. The Treasurer explained that the Balance Sheet showed 
where this capital existed. The substantial and most important 
asset was the investment portfolio valued at £513,016 on 31 
December 2013. For the information of the Friends, he referred 
to comment made at the last AGM about the careful selling off 
of investments and that he, personally, was against such a move 
to sell a valuable asset, the family silver, which provides a major 
part of the annual income. He was interested in adding to the 
investments if surplus money became available in order to raise 
the level of income generated by the portfolio. He wished this 
AGM to know that the Council of the Friends had agreed at their 
26 September 2013 meeting to “ring fence” the portfolio in 
perpetuity meaning that the portfolio would be maintained and 
managed intact with no sell-offs. Continuing with his report, 
he explained that the high balance of £95,398 on the bank and 
deposit accounts was because of two constraints at present; he 
needed to maintain this amount on short term notice to fund 
the agreed expenditure this year on the nave chairs, the North 
Porch and a £10,000 contribution to the cost of new boilers 
plus the usual annual expenditure requirements, and, secondly, 
until the payments were required, he could find no viable short-
term investment. He concluded his report by stating that all 
creditors showing as a total of £4,492 on the Balance Sheet had 
been paid. 
He then invited questions. The first question referred to his 
comment about “ring-fencing” the investment portfolio, and 
whether a valuation could be decided on, say half-a-million, 
above which investments could be sold if needed to pay for 
projects. The Treasurer said that to implement such a system 
would be very difficult as valuations change daily, the whole 
portfolio was ring-fenced anyway and a part-sale might 
imbalance the strategy for the portfolio. A second question 
concerned the huge increase of £150,000 in the capital from 
2009 to 2013 and might that have been used to provide extra 
money. The Treasurer explained that a legacy of £50,000 had 
been received in 2010 and this had helped to give that increase. 
He also referred to an exercise he had done to compare the 
portfolio valuation in 2011 with that at the start of 2014 and 
astonishingly the £44,000 increase had been reduced to £8,000 
after adjustment for inflation. He said that inflation is extremely 
corrosive. A third question asked what the expenditure had 
been so far this year. The Treasurer replied that £44,000 had 
been spent on the nave chairs and that particular project was 
now complete. He mentioned also the £10,000 contribution to 
the £92,000 cost of new boilers and a further £15,000 was to 
be paid to complete the North Porch cost contribution. There 
were no further questions and that concluded the report.
The Chairman thanked Roger for all the hard work he puts in on 
behalf of the Friends.

7. Election of Independent Examiners
The re-election of Messrs Lemans, Chartered Accountants of 
Nottingham was approved by all present.

8. Election of Officers and members of Council
All the present officers and Council members were re-elected 
for a further three year term.

9. Report from the Membership Secretary – 
Margaret Waddington
We have a total of 633 members altogether, a decrease of 18 
on last year. 491 are individual memberships, a decrease of 21. 
Since the AGM last year we have lost 34 individual members: 9 
through death, 4 through resignation, and 21 have been lapsed 

because they have ceased paying and have not responded to 
our reminder letters. We have had to be quite strict with this 
because of the great increase in postage costs Of the individual 
memberships 108 are joint. 13 new members have joined 
during the year. We have 41 Life Members and 13 Honorary 
Members. There are 141 corporate members, which includes 
free membership for PCCs, groups and Cathedrals, although 
some PCCs make an annual donation.
Margaret was thanked by the Chairman for all she does as 
Membership Secretary.

10. Report from the Events Secretary – Read by 
Malcolm Stacey
Sue Hopkin is very apologetic that she cannot present her report 
in person. Recent events have all shared a royal theme. The visit 
to Westminster Abbey in April was followed in September by 
one to St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. This took place on a 
memorably summery day and the warm welcome, outstandingly 
rewarding tours and tea in the cloisters all contributed to a 
successful occasion. A final royal destination was Sandringham 
in April 2014 when Friends experienced a succession of treats: 
the gardens and museum, an excellent lunch and a tour of the 
church, followed by a visit to Castle Acre with its castle, priory 
and lastly the parish church, where Friends appreciated both a 
well sung Choral Evensong and unexpected refreshments.
The second event of 2014 will be the visit to Taylor’s Bellfoundry 
in Loughborough and Bottesford Parish Church on 18 
September. All tickets have been allocated, but it is not too late 
to add names to the waiting list. Planning is under way for a 
visit in spring 2015 to Bolton Abbey in Wharfedale and Bradford 
Cathedral.
Sue and her committee were thanked by the Chairman for 
arranging Friends’ outings.

11. Report from Steeplepeople – Vicki Loughton
The report for 2013 will be a shorter one than usual as we were 
only able to hold one activity day last year. I unfortunately had 
to cancel the day planned for early March as I had only recently 
been in hospital and was still recovering from surgery.
In July we were able to make another visit to the Potwell Dyke 
Grasslands where several members of the team who look after 
the grasslands led us on a very interesting walk and showed us 
many of the flowers and animals found there, including some 
Pyramidal Orchids and a toad! After lunch we made memo 
boards using flower pictures cut from old calendars that were 
given to me several years ago by the Cathedral shop – I knew if I 
kept them long enough we would find a use for them!
I had planned an activity day for November but sadly when the 
time came there were no young members who were available 
to attend so I had to cancel it. I have not booked any days so 
far for this year as I am thinking that our children and young 
people have so many calls on their leisure time that perhaps 
Steeplepeople has run its course and it is time to wind it up. We 
have been running since 2000 and have had thirty-nine activity 
days full of exploration, learning and fun and I am sorry if there 
are to be no more, but it has become increasingly difficult to 
attract enough members to make it viable in recent years. If 
any of you have any suggestions I would be happy to hear from 
you. 
I would like to thank all the people who have helped to make 
our activity days such fun, particularly my sister Carole who 
has made so many prototype craft items and all the Minster 
Friends who have come so regularly to our meetings. We also 
owe thanks to the Friends for their continued financial support 
and to the Vergers and staff of the Minster for their help at our 
meetings. 
Vicki was presented with a flower arrangement and thanked by 
the Chairman for all she has done for Steeplepeople over many 
years.

continued on page 11
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A CALL FROM THE BELL TOWER
The Minster’s bells have seldom featured in Pepperpots and here 
TREVOR BRYAN makes up for the neglect.
Bells have rung out from the Minster since 1050 and 
we know that there was a ring of 8 bells in 1430. 
They are still ringing today at this wonderful place. 
The bells however require human input and that is 
the reason for this piece. A bell will out-live a ringer 
over tenfold years, so in order that the art of ringing 
is kept alive we must keep recruiting and training 
new generations of ringers.
In 1961 the bells were augmented to 12.  Southwell 
is very fortunate to have such a beautiful ring of 
bells that can be rung for services, weddings, special 
occasions and also national events. 

Ropesight
The art of bell ringing is a skill that most people 
from 8 to 80 years can enjoy. You do not have to be 
strong, musical nor have a mathematical brain.  You 
will discover a special talent called ropesight, but 
you need to be a ringer first to uncover the mystery 
of it!
In order to meet the needs for which the Southwell 
Minster bells are rung a capable team of ringers 
is essential. This can only be achieved by ongoing 
recruitment to the band.  In these times where 
particularly the younger person may expect to 
achieve a skill quickly bell ringing presents a difficulty 
in retention as the learning process is relatively slow. 
The factors that govern this are the actual ‘time on 
the end of a rope’, learning to ring a bell balanced 
against the needs of the rest of the band to progress 
and enjoy their hobby. This always presents a tower 
captain with a challenge.
Here is an analogy: learning to ring is very much like 
learning to ride a bicycle. When you first get on a 
bicycle it’s about balance, not falling off, turning 
the pedals to move forward and of course the 
steering.  A lot to do all at once, but nevertheless all 
essential.  That is just like handling a bell, learning 
how hard to pull the rope, how to hold and catch 
the moving rope, finding the balance point, how to 
hear your bell amongst the other bells. At this point, 
like riding the bike, it doesn’t matter to you where 
you are going, just that you don’t fall off.  When 
you can ride your bike safely and with confidence it 
becomes natural and you wonder why you found it 
difficult. 

Learn the journey
Bell ringing is the same; after you become confident 
to ‘handle’ the bell then you can start learning the 
‘journey’, the methods (I suppose it’s the music 

really, but there are no notes) with wonderful names 
like Plain Bob Minor, Grandsire Triples, Stedman 
Cinques and Cambridge Surprise Royal, hundreds 
of different methods. The majority of ringers only 
ring a relatively small number of methods and the 
methods that are learnt when younger are well 
embedded in that part of the memory that is easy to 
access.  Essentially, the younger you learn the easier 
it is, the longer you have to enjoy and of course it’s 
up to you how far you want to go. As in all sports 
and hobbies the range of abilities varies and bell 
ringing can meet all those ranges. 
You are not tied to one tower. There is nothing 
nicer than being on holiday, usually in this country, 
and hearing the bells ringing one evening. You visit 
the tower and without a doubt you will be made 
welcome at their practice night and everyone will 
benefit, no matter what level you are at. The same 
goes for Sundays. The internet has absolutely 
everything from advice to local church ringing times 
and contacts. It’s easy.  
Southwell is indeed fortunate to have a dedicated 
band of ringers who regularly climb those 100+ 
steps to ring our bells.  The aim is to strive for the 
best ringing and best striking possible of the bells 
and also to recruit and retain a band that regularly 
ring 12 bells beautifully. 

Appeal
Lastly we know for certain that in Southwell and 
around about there are lapsed ringers, ringers 
who have learnt somewhere else, lived and rung 
somewhere else, maybe at a smaller tower and feel 
‘daunted’ by the size of the Minster. Perhaps you 
learned to ring, then other commitments like family 
and work took priority but things have changed. 
To those ringers now is the time to come back, you 
know you will enjoy it again.
Practice night is Tuesday 7.30pm-9.00 pm. Sunday: 
10.30am for the 11.15am service and 9.45am for 
the once a month service. The ringers meet at the 
small west facing door to the central tower on the 
south side of the Minster opposite the Great Hall 10 
minutes before ringing. 
If you are interested or know someone who is, 
please contact the Tower Captain, Trevor Bryan: trev.
bryan@gmail.com or 07921 140884

Links:
www.southwelldg.org.uk/
www.cccbr.org.uk
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12. Pepperpots report – Malcolm Stacey
The two issues of Pepperpots which appeared in 2013 offered 
readers the familiar mixture of features: recalling events past, 
promoting those forthcoming, project updates and a sad 
total of three obituaries of long-serving officers. In addition 
there was full coverage of Southwell’s interaction with the 
nationwide network of cathedral Friends. The editor is again 
grateful to the numerous Friends who readily ensured that he 
did not write every word himself. Pepperpots first appeared in 
1995. It continues to be well received, but essentially reflects 
the model devised then, with the great asset of limitless colour. 
As Council looked ahead to the fortieth issue appearing in 2014, 
it was agreed that it was timely to endorse or improve upon the 
present style. In the light of the Dean’s departure this review 
has been deferred until after the arrival of his successor.

POSTAL ERROR
Before we mailed the spring issue of Pepperpots I naturally, 
following the practice of the past twenty years, had the items 
weighed at the post office before buying the appropriate stamps 
for 325 identical items. On having one sample item weighed 
there I was told that it was just under 100g and was a large 
letter at 73p. Within a few days we received a large number of 
complaints from recipients who had to collect their mail and 
pay £1.44 surcharge. This resulted in inconvenient journeys to 

collect the items, unnecessary expense and a poor image of the 
Friends’ administration. The response of Post Office customer 
services was both dilatory and quite inadequate. So the matter 
was then raised with Royal Mail who responded with alacrity and 
recognised the validity of our complaint. In order to determine 
the scale of the problem and how we might gain satisfaction, 
all Friends will shortly receive a letter of apology and a request 
to indicate whether they were victims of the error. As soon as 
this information has been collated we can continue discussions 
with Royal Mail.
The Chairman thanked Malcolm for all he does in the production 
of Pepperpots.

13. Any Other Business
Glenys Herbert, the Chief Steward, asked if any Friends were 
interested in becoming Minster Stewards, and if so please 
contact her or the Friends’ Secretary. The interviews and training 
will take place this autumn.

14. Date of the 2015 Annual General Meeting
This will take place on Saturday 20 June 2015.
Following the AGM tea was enjoyed in Jubilee House, kindly 
provided by Margaret Bagguley.
At Festal Evensong the preacher was the Rt Revd Tony Porter, 
Bishop of Sherwood.

continued from page 9
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New Friends
We warmly welcome the following Friends who have

joined recently: 

Dr P R Aldred Mr I R Brothwell

Southwell Music Festival is an annual, top-quality 
classical music festival taking place each August 
Bank Holiday to celebrate classical music, to 
raise the profile of the town and its magnificent 
medieval Minster, and to inspire local musicians 
– especially young people. Last year’s inaugural 
Festival took place over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend; the 2015 Festival will be held from 
Thursday 27 to Monday 31 August 2015.
By kind permission of the Dean and Chapter, Festival 
performances are centred at the Minster, and in 
the historic State Chamber of the Archbishop’s 
Palace which has undergone major refurbishment 
thanks to a substantial grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.
The festival is the idea of former Southwell Minster 
Head Chorister, Marcus Farnsworth, who is already, 
aged only 31, an award-winning international 
baritone. He was brought up in the area and has 
maintained strong links with Southwell.
‘Like so many people’ he says ‘I love Southwell 
Minster and wish it, and the town, were more 

SOUTHWELL
Music Festival 2015

widely known. I also want to encourage more 
people to share an enjoyment of classical music. 
In our inaugural Festival we brought some of 
the very best young professional musicians to 
Southwell and successfully provided opportunities 
for local musicians – especially young people – to 
take part.’
Full details of the 2015 programme, how to book 
and the Festival Friends scheme may be obtained 
at www.southwellmusicfestival.com. Telephone 
and in-person booking opens to the general public 
on Monday 11 May at Southwell Cathedral Shop, 
Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell NG25 
0HD. Telephone: 01636 812933. 
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and autumn each year. The copy dates 
for each issue are the last days of 
February and August.
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(registered charity no. 1039131),  
Minster Centre, Church Street, 
Southwell, Nottinghamshire NG25 
0HD. Telephone: 01636 819649 
Email: friends@southwellminster.org.uk

OBJECTS OF THE FRIENDS
The Friends of Southwell Cathedral 
exist to bind together all who 
love the Cathedral Church and 
who desire to help in preserving 
for posterity the fabric of this 
ancient and historic building; in 
maintaining daily worship therein; 
and in enhancing its adornment.

LEGACIES
Over the years many Friends have 
remembered the Minster in their 
wills and this has been greatly 
appreciated.
 The following form of bequest 
is suggested for the convenience 
of those who would like to make 
a bequest to the Friends from 
their estate in their will:
 ‘I bequeath to the charity 
known as the Friends of Southwell 
Cathedral (Registered Charity No. 
1039131) a sum of .................. 
pounds (free of legacy duty) 
or a ...................percentage of 
the residue of my estate and I 
declare that the receipt of the 
Secretary for the time being of 
the said charity shall be good 
and sufficient discharge for the 
same.’Pepperpots is printed on 75% recycled paper

The Friends’ website address is: www.southwellminster.org/friends/
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P e P P e r P o t s

FRIENDS’ FESTIVAL AND 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday 20 June 2015
10.00am Coffee in the Minster Crossing

11.00am Lecture by the Rt Revd Lord Harries of Pentregarth entitled  
‘Modern  Art in Churches’

12.45pm Lunch (make own arrangements either at the Refectory or at 
other venues in the town).

2.00pm AGM in the State Chamber of the Great Hall

3.00pm Tea in the State Chamber

4.30pm Evensong. Preacher: the Revd Dr Simon Oliver, Canon Theologian

The agenda for the AGM is enclosed. Please bring this 
issue of Pepperpots containing all the other documents 
to the meeting. Copies of the complete accounts for 2014 
will be available at the meeting or may be requested from 
the Hon. Treasurer (see details on page 7).

Bishop Richard 
Harries is a 
former Bishop 
of Oxford, 
well known 
contributor on 
‘Thought for the 
Day’ and author 
of a number 

of books including several on the 
subject of his talk ‘Modern Art in 
Churches’.

Later in the day at 
Evensong our preacher 
is the Revd Dr Simon 
Oliver who is our 
Canon Theologian. 
Simon has recently 
been appointed to the 
prestigious Van Mildert 

Chair of Divinity at Durham, a post once 
occupied by Archbishop Michael Ramsey. 
This will be an opportunity to hear Simon 
before he moves.
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